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Chidushim compiled from the discourses
and teachings of the Admor Harav
David Chai Abuchatzeira Shlita

}:rinciple

Torah Study Brings a Person to Yirat Shamayim

(0 1) 121 o 9 92 8P Y vy - “It will be with him
and he shall read from it his whole life””

The Torah’s kedushah can only rest on a person if he first
prepares for it. Just as fire can only burn properly if the oil
and wick are clean, similarly a person must spiritually clean
himself if he wants to receive the Torah’s kedushah.

[Because even the good deeds a rasha performs, and the
Torah he learns, don't add to kedushah; on the contrary,
they give power to the kelipah. The pasuk writes Y191
P 90 7% N O°PHYXR NN - “Hashem says to the rasha,
why do you speak in My mitzvot,” because by performing
the mitzvot, the rasha adds power to the kelipah, which
increases his sin even more. But when the rasha does
teshuvah, he retrieves the power that he put into the kelipah,
and brings it back to kedushah (Arizal in Sefer Halikutim,
Tehillim 48)].

This is hinted in the word 17N, the letters preceding
717N are WP, hinting that a person must prepare himself
beforehand with kedushah, in order to receive the Torah’s
values.

[Alternatively, Ben Yehoyada writes (Bava Metzia 85b
s.v. shelo birchu): If he studies Torah lishmah, the Torah he
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studies brings kedushah to him, as is written (Yirmiyahu
2:3) INRIAN NPWRI 79 HRIY? WP — “Yisrael are holy to
Hashem, they are the first of His harvest,” meaning Yisrael
will be holy via 1NX12N NWKRA, the Torah. The letters
before 71N are WP, teaching that by studying Torah a
person acquires kedushah and he will be hekdesh. This is
also hinted in the pasuk (Shemot 28:35) 18122 191p YNVN
VIR YR, “his voice” of Torah “will be heard” up High
“when he enters WTPN,” which are the letters before Torah.
That is why the nusach of the berachah on the Torah is TWR
7N 2727 YV M1 YNNI WP, Hashem sanctified
us and commanded us over Torah study, because we indeed
become sanctified by studying Torah.]

We must also first rectify our midot, which are the
qualities with which Torah is acquired, since the midot are
the basis to receive the Torah’s virtues. The midot are in the
nefesh, and by rectifying the midot one prepares the nefesh
to receive the G-dly nefesh. The more he rectifies his midot,
the more the G-dly nefesh rests in him.

When a person prepares himself correctly and does all
in his ability to receive the Torahs kedushah, his Torah

study will be different. It won't be learned like other secular
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studies, because he will be studying Torah so that it teaches
him how to behave and how to rectify his ways. As the
Zohar writes, (Vayikra 23b) 7210 712 NDYTIN ROIX -
“One who learns Torah, the Torah notifies him of his sins,’
and it arouses him to do feshuvah and rectify his ways.
This is hinted in the pasuk, 1’11 *1? 93 12 RIP), when he
studies Torah, his intention should be RS %> JynYH

1 DX in order to reach yirat Shamayim.

[The Tiferet Shlomo (Shoftim s.v. vekara) says on the
words 111 *1” 92 12 X1 When a person studies Torah,
12 XY, he should see 11 "1 92, every wrong deed that
he did throughout his life. The Torah has the power to show
him how to repent, as the Zohar writes,i”? NYTIN XN*X
1°210, and the pasuk continues 7IXVY TN WNY, the
Torah can bring him to a higher level of yirat Shamayim

than what he had before studying.]

YNU 0NN MR7 0P 9R 12T 100D UIN ANOZND OR DI MM M TR 79 Anmn? xen 73
1807 .(1-X 3) DINR Y Win? DR O 0?7 DN DINY T2ND DIRVR "N 72 11 IRDA 28 1 2x10?
?108) 12399 IR 232 DX DN? K21 10727 207 7927 2390 TN K20 UKD 0 10K DY 2K 1217 DIDWD
(11 - “When you go out to war against your enemy... and when you approach the war, the kohen
shall come forward and speak to the people. He should tell them, shema Yisrael, listen Yisrael...
Hashem your G-d is going before you, to fight for you against your enemies and to save you. The
officers should add, telling the people: One who is scared and weak-hearted should return home,
and shouldn’t weaken his brethren’s hearts like his own.”

Although the preachers rebuke the people and direct them to improve their ways, the tzadikim
constantly pray even on behalf of the simple Jews, and judge them favorably.

Both are necessary: Everybody must be aroused to do as much as they can, and on the other hand
they must be judged favorably and we must pray for their good.

Similarly, when Bnei Yisrael went out to war, the officers gave them mussar, 711 R0 WX ™
1N72% 21w 727 1220 - “The one who is scared and weak-hearted should return home,” which Chazal
explain (Sotah 43a) as meaning he fears the sins he committed. Yet on the other hand, the Kohen
Mashiach encouraged them, saying D170 07272 DNR 2X1W? YNW, as Chazal (ibid 42a) explain, 127aX
DONX Y"WIW DNK *RTI YNV NR7MP 20 N7 RIX 031 X - “Even if you only have the merit of Keriat
Shema, it is sufficient for you to be saved.”

[Igra D’Kallah (Shoftim s.v. veamar) says: It goes without saying that only somebody clean from
sin can fight at war, and one who has sinned must do teshuvah. Instead, the pasuk is referring to sins
that are not atoned until the day of one’s death, like chilul Hashem. Such a person should be moser
nefesh when he recites keriat Shema, and then even such sins will be atoned. That being, he can go
out to war.]

The preachers’ role is to chastise the people, motivating them to do teshuvah and improve their !
ways, while the tzadikim, like the Kohen Mashiach, are always seeking good for Bnei Yisrael, no
‘matter what level the Jews are on.
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The Reward for Performing a Mitzvah More Than Obliged

YIRD DR DU MNP0 ATIA PTY PN
(5 50) T2 1M1 PROR N WK - “Pursue justice,
that you live and possess the land that Hashem is
giving you.”

Chazal teach (Kidushin 39b) 'XN1 NI1XN 1DW
X2 XN?Y, a person is only rewarded for mitzvot
in the World to Come, and not in this world. They
similarly (Eruvin 22a) expound the pasuk WX
DMwyY? 0rn TI¥N 12IR - “Which T command
you today;,” which means that’X?1 DMWY 017N
DI0W 2222 MN? "DMwy? 01'R” ,amwy? mn?
- “Perform them today” and not tomorrow, in the
next world; “perform them today;” and tomorrow,
in the next world, you will be awarded for them.

Nevertheless, there are  situations and
circumstances where reward is paid even this world,
their common factor being that a person did more
than required. For example, night is allotted for
sleep, yet if a person studies Torah at night instead
of sleeping, he receives his reward in this world, as
the Gemara says TUIN N”2j20 02791 N7IN1 PDIVA
0171 701 2W DI 177 - “One who studies Torah at
night, Hashem extends a thread of chesed over him
by day,” because he did more than required.
Paying More in Order to Enhance the Mitzvah

Another way to earn the reward for the mitzvah
in this world, is by paying more than a third of the
regular price for an enhanced mitzvah. He is not
obliged to pay that much, as Chazal say (Bava Kama
9b) T112 WITRN 2WnN 727K [RIN 12WN Wow TY
XN which Rashi explains, if he pays up till a third
of the regular price for an enhanced mitzvah, he is
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rewarded in the World to Come, but if he pays more
than a third he receives his reward in this world.
Again, he did more than required, and therefore he
receives his reward in this world.

That is why klal Yisrael are meticulous to spend so
much on their mitzvot, so that they receive a reward
in this world as well. And although one shouldn’t
perform mitzvot DA 2227 NN 29 - “With the
intention of receiving reward,” if he does more than
required he is allowed to intend reward.

This can explain the Gemara (Pesachim 8b) TNIRN
12 ARW IR 712 MW 272Ww3a NRTR? 17 Y90
N PITY AT N XA DY - “One who says
he gives this money to tzedakah so that his son
recovers or so that he will receive olam haba, is
reckoned a complete tzaddik” Tosafot question
this Gemara from the ruling of the Mishnah (Avot
1:3), NIN 99 170 NXR D'UNWNN 077193 17NN 9K
D13 227 - “Don't act like servants who serve
their master in order to be rewarded?” But following
our teaching that one may have in mind personal
benefit when performing the mitzvah beyond
requirement, we can say that the Gemara refers to
one who has already given the necessary amount of
tzedakah, and now that he adds more than required
he may have in mind his personal benefit of his
son’s recovery or his portion in olam haba.

We can now explain the pasuk 717N PTX 27X,
the repetition of PTX implies doing more than
required, and then one may condition the mitzvah
YIRN DX NWATT NN YNY, so that you will live
and inherit the land.
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Reward in This World for Preparing
Before the Mitzvah

Enhancing mitzvot not only applies to quantity, but
also to quality, which includes preparation for the
mitzvah and zerizut when performing the mitzvah.
Accordingly, the Chida writes (Midbar Kedeimot
mem 27, veod) on the pasuk (Iyov 41:3) "IN TN N
D9WXI - “Who preceded me I will pay him,” every
reward given to a person, Hashem preceded him:
If he performs the mitzvah of mezuzah or maakeh,
Hashem preceded him by giving him a house;
similarly, all the other mitzvot, Hashem preceded
by giving the person the opportunity and means
to perform the mitzvah. Consequently, the person
doesn't deserve reward for his mitzvot.

But this rule D?WX1 7In7TPN "N doesn’t apply to
one who performs the mitzvah with zerizut, since
he preceded to come even before the required
time. This is hinted in the rule (Pesachim 4a) 177777
NNYN? D'N7TN, the zerizim precede Hashem, as
if to say.

Accordingly, the Bnei Yisachar explains (Sivan
2) the pasuk (Shemot 19:5) IYNWN YINW DX NNY1
19123, Yisrael are commanded to be D777
nn¥no 1'n*TPN, since this command was given
early morning (Moshe went up to Har Sinai in the
morning — Shabbat 86a). The pasuk says NNY1, now
and at this time of day, just as you had zerizut to
ascend the mountain early morning, similarly
Yisrael should always have zerizut, 1yNnwn YW
191121, and perform their mitzvot early. Then, they
will be rewarded for the mitzvot they perform.
Otherwise, they will only be rewarded as a chesed
from Hashem, because YIXN 23 72 73, all belongs
to Me, and if s0,0?WX1 7307T{2N "N. But if they have

zerizut they will be worthy to a reward in this world,
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since the zerizut dissolves the rule of *IN*TpN N
Dowx.
%
Hashem’s Chesed is to Reward
in This World

We can now understand the pasuk (Tehillim
62:12,13) 721,121 "NYNW 15 DNW 079K 12T DMK
INWYNI WR? DOWN NNX 7J TOM ‘N - “Hashem
spoke one thing, I heard two ... You Hashem have
chesed, for You repay according to a persons deed”
Many ask, if Hashem “repays according to a person’s
deeds,” he deserves his reward, and if so, where is
the chesed? The answer is 0?22X 12T NMX, Hashem
only commanded one part of the mitzvah, but if a
person fulfills "NYNW 17 D’NW, he does more than
actually commanded, then Hashem does chesed
with him and rewards him in this world as well, and
he is rewarded 1NWYND, for the actions that he did
more than was expected of him.

For Perfection One Needs Help from Heaven

Even a person’s actions are not in his own power,
because man is limited, and only with siyata
diShmaya is it possible to complete a mitzvah, as
the pasuk writes (Tehillim 57:3) 199 NI\ 2-R7 -
“Hashem completes what is incumbent on me”
However, when Hashem sees the person’s longing
to serve Hashem perfectly, even beyond his ability,
Hashem helps him to ascend in his levels, higher
than his ability.

This perfection on man’s behalf came with help
from Heaven, without which it wouldn’t have been
available. If so, he doesn’t deserve to be rewarded
for it. Nevertheless, Hashem, with His great chesed,
considers it all as if it is INWYN. This is the chesed,
that he is rewarded for things he does, while they

were only possible with Hashem™ help.
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Directions in Avodat Hashem
on the Parashah

To Study in Aharon Hakohen’s Yeshivah in Gan Eden

27X 0199 77171 DIYY 27X IR DY PTRYAn 10

(22 X MaR) 77IRY 1279191 NP127 DX - “Be a student of
Aharon, love and pursue peace, love people and bring
them close to Torah.”

The Charedim (Yediat Haboreh Yitbarach 8) asks, how
can one be a student of Aharon Hakohen, if Aharon
Hakohen is no longer alive? Instead, it should say “learn
from Aharon,” not “be a student of Aharon?”

Also, why is this specifically related to Aaron? It is an
explicit pasuk that a person must be an 77171 D1 2R
DYV, as is written (Tehillim 34:12,15) 1MDTN D1YY WP2I.

He explains, just as there are yeshivot in this
world, similarly there are yeshivot in Gan Eden. The
Zohar writes (Shelach 163b), the yeshivah of Aharon
Hakohen, who was 015w 7717 D1Y® 27K, is called
RN1°NYT XN2°NN, the yeshivah of love. The Mishnah
is therefore telling us, somebody who behaves like
Aharon and is D1YW TN D1HYYW 2MR, will merit to be
in Aharon Hakohen's yeshivah in Gan Eden.

By Behaving Like the Avot,
One Arouses Them to Help Him

The Tiferet Shlomo asks (Tazria s.v. vehuva), why
does the Mishnah write that one who follows in
Aharon’s ways is considered Aharon’s talmid, more than
any other tzadik who specialized in a certain mitzvah?

In fact, we find the same regarding Avraham Avinu,
with the Mishnah saying (Avot 5:19) that ©*® "n %>
191 1°2R DINAR YW PTNYNN 1990 02127 AYHY 17102
175Y WOI 1211 MM 1210 7Y - “Whoever possesses
the following three traits is a talmid of Avraham Avinu
... a good eye, a meek spirit and a humble soul” This
intensifies the question: Why are these two tzadikim
different than all other tzadikim?

g
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He explains, we say in the Amidah, *"POX DX PR
2Py’ PYRY PX’, meaning the G-dliness and service
of Avraham, Yitzchak and Yaakov, their G-dliness
and service of Hashem lasts forever. When a person
performs a mitzvah or serves Hashem with love and
chesed, which is the midah of Avraham Avinu, Avraham
Avinu is aroused to help him, since Avraham continues
his avodah up high, as is written (Bereishit 18:22)
‘71 °19% TMIY 1T 0IARY - “Avraham is still standing
before Hashem.

Similarly, one who does a mitzvah with fear, he
arouses Yitzchak Avinu, and one who serves Hashem
with emet, truth, arouses Yaakov Avinu.

If so, those who follow in Aharon Hakohens ways,
Aharon Hakohen is aroused to help them. This is the
meaning of 177X ¥ 1 T"n%NN "1, he actually becomes
a talmid of Aharon, since the good deeds of the talmid
arouse the Rebbe above who teaches him, as we know
that the tzadikim are alive for eternity, and they help
their descendants and talmidim.

The Tzadikim Are the ‘Shining Luminaries’

That is why the tzadikim are likened to the luminaries
in heaven that shine for us below, because not only
during their lives, when they are here below, do they
shine for us, but also after their decease, when they are
up high, they continue to be mashpia on us below.

As the Tiferet Shlomo writes (introduction to
Moadim s.v. tzidkatam) on the pasuk (Kohelet 1:5) nn
NI 17 AR 1PN X1 YNV K21 NV - “The sun
rises and the sun sets, and to its place it yearns and
rises,” just as the sun rises by day and sets by night, and
the next day it returns to shine as it did the day before,

similarly the tzadik, even after his passing from the
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world and he is in Gan Eden, he still shines his holiness
to his place in this world.

Hakadosh Baruch Hu, even when He removes His
Hashgachah from the Bnei Yisrael because of their sins,
still turns His face to them, as if to say, and does not
distract His attention from them. Likewise, the tzadik
in Gan Eden, even though he continually rises to higher
worlds, his face is turned towards us. He realizes that
his high level in Gan Eden is only because of his avodah
in this world, and therefore he is aroused to be mashpia
for his talmidim down below from the holiness up high.

The Trait of Chesed is the Most Enduring

This is primarily from the tzadikim whose midah is
chesed, as the Mishnah writes D728 59 17NN and
IR YW P1MYN, because their trait was the midah of
chesed and therefore they continue to help us, even after
their passing.

This is the meaning of 19X ¥ 17°N%Nn "7, that one
can actually be a talmid of Aharon, because by behaving
like Aharon one arouses Aharon Hakohen above who
teaches his talmid, and since Aharon is the midah of
chesed, it is the most enduring, and he continues to help

Bnei Yisrael till the present day.

*

The Neshamah of the Tzadik is Infused in
Those Who Follow Their Ways
Elsewhere, the Tiferet Shlomo (Pinchas s.v. 0 yeomer
Pinchas) elaborates on this concept, expounding on the
words of Rashi (Bereishit 47:29) DY D*V1VY TON
NNR YW 701 RN 0°NN7, the chesed one does

with the deceased is a true chesed. Says

the Tiferet Shlomo, this is referring to
the secret of ibur neshamah. When a
person performs a mitzvah lishmah,
he is infused with the neshamah of
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a tzadik from a previous generation who did a similar
mitzvah. As the Arizal once revealed to the Midrash
Shemuel, because of the tzedakah and chesed he did
that day, he was infused with the neshamah of Rebbi
Pinchas ben Yair who would perform acts of chesed.

A person who merits ibur neshamah of a tzadik,
that neshamah of the tzadik helps him perform more
mitzvot. This is the meaning of D>NNN DY DWW 707,
the chesed performed with the help of the deceased,
with ibur neshamah, MR YW 70N X7, is a true chesed,
since the tzadik doesn’t seek any reward for helping the
person to do mitzvot.

This is what Chazal mean by being Di172R 5® 17150
and 1R YW 1PTNYN, to cleave to the neshamah of
Avraham and the neshamah of Aharon who are both an
aspect of chesed — Avraham is the midah of chesed, and
Aharon is termed 77°0n WX. These two tzadikim teach
a person to do chesed, and one must seek to be their
talmidim and to learn from their ways.

Ibur Neshamah is Mainly with Tzadikim
Whose Aspect is Chesed

The Tiferet Shlomo says, this concept of ibur
neshamah is mainly relevant to tzadikim who are the
aspect of chesed, because chesed is termed 0'n, water,
and the nature of water is to leak down to the lower
point. In our case, to the neshamah of the one who does
chesed and who wants to cleave to the neshamah of that
tzadik.

Therefore, since the ibur neshamah primarily

applies to tzadikim of chesed, we can
understand why specifically those who
follow in the ways of Avraham and
Aharon, and are engaged in chesed,

are termed talmidim.
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